Tips for the College Application Essay
1. Place the reader in the midst of a scene.  


-Creating a scene from the very beginning immediately grabs the reader’s attention and forces you to stay away from trite or boring beginnings. For example, if the question asks you to write about a memorable experience, don’t start with, “A memorable experience for me was….” Instead, begin with a scene such as, “Snow blanketed the ground and turned the cars parked along the curb into giant marshmallows. On first glance, the world appeared safe and soft and fluffy…until I saw the Walker’s tracks.” (Extra hint—don’t write as if a scene from The Walking Dead is actually your memorable experience unless you’re only pretending to apply to college.)
2. Use precise vocabulary.


-Many essays have a length requirement, so you don’t want to fill your word count with meaningless words that don’t say anything or are cheap and overused. Be precise with your word choice in order to stay within word count requirements and make a powerful impact with every word you write. Just make sure you don’t confuse precise word choice with phony or over inflated language. For example, instead of, “I ran really fast,” try using, “I sprinted.” Avoid, “I expedited my egress apace.” This is phony, over inflated language, and it just sounds silly, not impressive. 
3. Use properly formatted dialogue.


-One of the best ways to make your writing come alive is to use dialogue.  If you have created scenes where people are speaking, format those words into dialogue. For example, don’t write: My sister said that she would always be there for me. Instead, write: As I sat there crying, my sister came up to me and said, “I will always be here for you; remember that.” Unfortunately, she didn’t see the Walker looming up behind her. Dialogue goes hand in hand with creating scenes.
4. Transition smoothly from your opening scene(s) to answering the question and showcasing the qualities you want the college to know about you.

-If you write a great scene but fail to answer the question, you haven’t fulfilled the point of the essay.  Remember, you are using the scene to exemplify the qualities you want them to know about you. Make sure the transition is smooth.  For example, “That day (referring to your previous scene) was the day when I realized that pursuing a career in medicine was the path I must take to help those injured by the Walkers.”
